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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 2, 4-7, 13, 17 and 29-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Saeki et al. (US 6,067,400) in view of Kashiwagi et al. (US 5,923,869 A). 

Regarding Claim 1, Saeki et al. teaches a recording medium storing a data structure for 
managing reproduction data comprising: 

• a first area storing a plurality of data playing units, each of the data playing units 
including video data (in at least Fig. 16 - video title set having VOB and video title set 
table with PGC and title information to video data, Figs. 6, 17); and 

• a second area storing a plurality of navigation information units, each unit corresponding 
to and for managing one of the data playing unit including the video data (Fig. 16 - VOB 
position information), each navigation information unit including a resume flag indicating 
whether resumption of reproduction of a corresponding data playing unit of the data 
playing units at a suspended position is permitted or prohibited (Figs. 6, 7, 11 - further 
clarified in that management pack of VOBU comprising DSI packet wherein each DSI 
packet contains return addresses to resume reproduction of application, such as movie 
(Col. 4, lines 51-53) after manually pressing MENU on remote controller, wherein if 
return address were absent, no resumption from address would be allowed from that 
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address; Col. 12, lines 44-55 as well as PCI packets) but fails to explicitly teach the 
resume flag indicating whether resumption of reproduction of the data playing unit at a 
suspended position is permitted or prohibited. 

Hamada et al. teaches the resume flag indicating whether resumption of reproduction of 
the data playing unit at a suspended position is permitted or prohibited (in at least Figs. 38, 40A- 
C, 41A-B; Paragraphs [0242,0258,0267-0269] - having resume_mode_flag indicating position 
of last suspension for permitting resumption of playback of last location via resume_switch, Fig. 
36). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have a flag or bit that characterizes the location of video last viewed before 
stoppage such as a power failure so as to allow user option to continue viewing from such 
malfunction without having to start over again. 

Regarding Claim 2, Saeki et al. teaches the recording medium of claim 1, wherein the 
corresponding data playing unit is a title (in at least Fig. 16 - program chain and title information 
table with PGC and title information to video data, Figs. 6, 17). 

Regarding Claim 4, Saeki et al. teaches the recording medium of claim 1, wherein the 
navigation information units is a movie object (in at least Fig. 16 - first layer comprised of video 
title set with VOB). 

Regarding Claim 6, Saeki et al. teaches the recording medium of claim 1, but fails to 
explicitly teach wherein the navigation information unit further includes commands to conduct 
operations according to value of the resume flag. 
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Hamada et al. teaches wherein the navigation information further includes commands to 
conduct operations according to value of the resume flag (in at least Figs. 38, 40A-C, 41A-B; 
Paragraphs [0238,0242,0258,0267-0269] - having resume_mode_flag having value so as to 
allow playback via resume_switch) 

Regarding Claim 7, Saeki et al. teaches the recording medium of claim 1, wherein the 
resume flag is applied when menu presentation is called during reproduction of the 
corresponding data playing unit (Col. 24, line 60-Col. 25, line 8 - storing return addresses and 
resuming current VOBU for menu display) but fails to explicitly teach the resume flag. 

Hamada et al. teaches the resume flag (in at least Figs. 38, 40A-C, 41A-B; Paragraphs 
[0242,0258,0267-0269] - having resume_mode_flag indicating position of last suspension for 
permitting resumption of playback of last location via resume_switch, Fig. 36). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have a 
flag or bit that characterizes the location of video last viewed before stoppage such as a power 
failure so as to allow user option to continue viewing from such malfunction without having to 
start over again. 

Regarding Claim 13, Saeki et al. teaches a method for recording a data structure for 
managing reproduction of video data on a recording medium, comprising: 

• recording a plurality of data playing unit on the recording medium (Col. 20, lines 31-38 - 
storage of PGC with VOB), each of the data playing units including video data; and 

• recording a plurality of navigation information units, each unit corresponding to and for 
managing one of the data playing units on the recording medium (Fig. 16 - VOB position 
information stored along with DSI and PCI packets, Col. 12, lines 44-55), each 
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navigation information unit including a resume flag which indicates whether resumption 
of reproduction of a corresponding data playing unit of the data playing units at a 
suspended position is permitted or prohibited (Figs. 6, 7, 11 - further clarified in that 
management pack of VOBU comprising DSI packet wherein each DSI packet contains 
return addresses to resume reproduction of application, such as movie (Col. 4, lines 51- 
53) after manually pressing MENU on remote controller, wherein if return address were 
absent, no resumption from address would be allowed from that address; Col. 12, lines 
44-55 as well as PCI packets). 

Saeki et al. fails to explicitly teach recording on the recording medium and the resume 
flag which indicates whether resumption of reproduction of the data playing unit at a suspended 
position is permitted or prohibited. 

Hamada et al. teaches recording on the recording medium (see Abstract, Paragraphs 
[0062,0110,01 12] - recording on medium) and the resume flag indicating whether resumption of 
reproduction of the data playing unit at a suspended position is permitted or prohibited (in at 
least Figs. 38, 40A-C, 41A-B; Paragraphs [0242,0258,0267-0269] - having resume_mode_flag 
indicating position of last suspension for permitting resumption of playback of last location via 
resume_switch). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have video information including the video data to be recorded onto a 
medium so as to make data portable to be reproduced at various locations and to have a flag or 
bit that characterizes the location of video last viewed before stoppage such as a power failure 
so as to allow user option to continue viewing from such malfunction without having to start over 
again. 
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Regarding Claim 17, Saeki et al. teaches an apparatus for recording a data structure 
for managing reproduction of video data on a recording medium, comprising: 

• a recording unit configured to record a plurality of data playing units on the recording 
medium, each unit corresponding to and including video data (Col. 20, lines 31-38 - 
storage of PGC with VOB); 

• a controller configured to control the recording unit to record the video data (Fig. 20, 93 - 
control unit; Col. 18, lines 6-15), and 

o to record navigation information for managing the data playing unit including the 
video data (Fig. 16 - VOB position information stored along with DSI and PCI 
packets, Col. 12, lines 44-55) on the recording medium (Fig. 20, 93 - system 
control unit), and to record a plurality of navigation information units, each unit 
corresponding to and for managing one of the data playing units on the recording 
medium, each navigation information unit includes a resume flag indicating 
whether resumption of reproduction of a corresponding data playing unit of the 
data playing units at suspended position is permitted or prohibited (Figs. 6, 7, 11 
- further clarified in that management pack of VOBU comprising DSI packet 
wherein each DSI packet contains return addresses to resume reproduction of 
application, such as movie (Col. 4, lines 51-53) after manually pressing MENU on 
remote controller, wherein if return address were absent, no resumption from 
address would be allowed from that address; Col. 12, lines 44-55 as well as PCI 
packets). 



Saeki et al. fails to explicitly teach recording on the recording medium and the resume 
flag which indicates whether resumption of reproduction of the data playing unit at a suspended 
position is permitted or prohibited. 
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Hamada et al. teaches recording on the recording medium (see Abstract, Paragraphs 
[0062,0110,01 12] - recording on medium) and the resume flag indicating whether resumption of 
reproduction of the data playing unit at a suspended position is permitted or prohibited (in at 
least Figs. 38, 40A-C, 41A-B; Paragraphs [0242,0258,0267-0269] - having resume_mode_flag 
indicating position of last suspension for permitting resumption of playback of last location via 
resume_switch). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have video information including the video data to be recorded onto a 
medium so as to make data portable to be reproduced at various locations and to have a flag or 
bit that characterizes the location of video last viewed before stoppage such as a power failure 
so as to allow user option to continue viewing from such malfunction without having to start over 
again. 

Regarding Claim 29, Saeki teaches the recording medium of claim 5, wherein the 
movie object is suspended and maintained when the resumption is permitted (Figs. 6,7,11- 
each DSI packet contains return addresses to resume reproduction of application, such as 
movie (Col. 4, lines 51-53) after branching, or suspension, by manually pressing MENU on 
remote controller with resumption, Col. 24, line 60 - Col. 25, line 25, wherein if return address 
were absent, no resumption from address would be allowed from that address; Col. 12, lines 44- 
55 as well as PCI packets). 

Regarding Claim 30, Saeki teaches the method of claim 13, wherein the data unit is a 
title (in at least Fig. 16 - program chain and title information table with PGC and title information 
to video data, first layer comprised of video title set with VOB; Figs. 6, 1 7) 



Application/Control Number: 10/815,708 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2621 

Regarding Claim 31, Saeki teaches the apparatus of claim 17, wherein the data playing 
unit is a title (in at least Fig. 16 - program chain and title information table with PGC and title 
information to video data, first layer comprised of video title set with VOB; Figs. 6, 17). 

Regarding Claim 32, Saeki teaches the method of claim 31, wherein the navigation 
information unit is a movie (in at least Fig. 16 - program chain and title information table with 
PGC and title information to video data, first layer comprised of video title set with VOB; Figs. 6, 
17). 

Regarding Claim 33, Saeki teaches the method of 30, but fails to explicitly teach 
wherein the navigation information unit is a movie object. 

Hamada et al. teaches wherein the resume flag is recorded in the movie object 
pertaining to the navigation information (in at least Figs. 38, 40A-C, 41A-B; Paragraphs 
[0238,0242,0258,0267-0269] - having resume_mode_flag recorded within Fig. 35; Paragraph 
[0226]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have such flag recorded within the stream to enable easy navigation when device 
checks where playback was last left off. 

Regarding Claim 34, Saeki teaches the recording medium of claim 5, wherein the 
movie object is suspended and maintained when the resumption is permitted (Figs. 6,7,11- 
each DSI packet contains return addresses to resume reproduction of application, such as 
movie (Col. 4, lines 51-53) after branching, or suspension, by manually pressing MENU on 
remote controller with resumption, Col. 24, line 60 - Col. 25, line 25, wherein if return address 
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were absent, no resumption from address would be allowed from that address; Col. 12, lines 44- 
55 as well as PCI packets). 



Claim 35 is rejected under the same grounds as claims 1 and 13. 
Claim 37 is rejected under the same grounds as claim 7. 
Claim 38 is rejected under the same grounds as claim 17. 
Claim 40 is rejected under the same grounds as claims 3 and 30. 
Claim 41 is rejected under the same grounds as claims 4 and 32. 
Claim 42 is rejected under the same grounds as claims 1,16 and 17. 
Claim 43 is rejected under the same grounds as claims 29 and 34. 



Regarding Claims 36 and 39, Saeki fails to explicitly teaches the method of claim 35, 
further comprising: storing current reproduction location of the video data, based on value of the 
resume flag. Hamada et al. teaches storing current reproduction location of the video data, 
based on value of the resume flag (in at least Figs. 38, 40A-C, 41 A-B; Paragraphs 
[0238,0242,0258,0267-0269] - having resume_mode_flag recorded within Fig. 35; Paragraph 
[0226]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have such flag recorded within the stream to enable easy navigation when device 
checks where playback was last left off. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to MICHAEL CHOI whose telephone number is (571) 272-9594. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9am - 5:30pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571) 272-7905. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Michael Choi 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2621 

/Marsha D. Banks-Harold/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



